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HORP 3953-902 
Honors Seminar in Philosophy of Perception 

Spring 2015 
Mon, Wed, 2:00-3:15, Wehr Physics 150 

 
 
Dr. Corinne Bloch     
corinne.bloch-mullins@mu.edu 
Coughlin Hall 127 
 
Office hours: 
Please sign up for a specific time via the link provided on D2L (Content > Student 
Appointments). Appointments will be available on the following time: 

Mon & Wed, 10:30-11:30, 3:30-4:00. 
Additional times will be announced on D2L. 

PREREQUISITES: PHIL 1001; registration is limited to students in the Honors Program. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Do we believe what we see – or see what we believe? Is color in the object, or is it in the eye of 
the beholder? What can we learn from optical illusions? Is reality the direct object of our 
perception, or do we perceive only a representation of reality? Can perception ground our 
knowledge of reality? This course will discuss these and other questions in the philosophy of 
perception. We shall also engage with works from cognitive science, and consider the 
implications of recent empirical findings for philosophical theories of perception. The 
interdisciplinary nature of the course makes it ideal for students that are majoring in philosophy, 
psychology or biological sciences. 

 

REQUIRED TEXT: All required readings will be uploaded to D2L. Students are required to 
print the readings in advance and bring them to class (please see “no screen” policy below). 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: An excellent resource for many of the topics we will discuss is 
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, available online.  
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COURSE OBJECTIVES – CONTENT: 

Student will become familiar with arguments for and against some of the central theories of 
perception, relating contemporary writings to classical texts. Students will also be able to relate 
empirical findings to philosophical questions.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES - METHODS:  

By the end of the course, student will improve their critical thinking skills and their ability to 
communicate abstract ideas: Students will be able to take a philosophical text and extract from it 
the logical structure of the argument. This enables nuanced understanding of each argument, as 
well as of its strengths and weaknesses. Students will also develop their skills of oral and written 
communication of abstract ideas through in-class and on-line discussion, class presentations, 
reading responses, and a final paper. 

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS: 

We will begin each module with a general discussion of the topic, as well as a discussion of 
students’ answers to the puzzle assignment for that module. We will then focus on the assigned 
readings through student presentations and a critical discussion.  

**Please treat this schedule as tentative and subject to change. I may modify the class schedule 
based on class interests and the pace of class discussions. Please make a regular practice of 
checking the D2L homepage for news about the course. 

** Please also note that the due date for each puzzle is always a few days before we begin the 
relevant module (no prior reading is required in order to answer the puzzle). 

 

 

Module Date Readings / Class Plan Assignments Due 

Introduction 

Jan 12 Syllabus  

Jan 14 Fish (2010) “Introduction: Three Key 
Principles” (in Philosophy of Perception – 
A Contemporary Introduction) 

 Jan 19 MLK Day – No Class 

Diagraming 
Arguments 

Jan 21 Handouts: “Diagraming Arguments;  
“The Validity of Arguments”  

Puzzle #1 (01/26) 
Jan 26 

Sense Datum 
Theories 

Jan 28 Ayer, excerpts from (1963), The 
Foundations of Empirical Knowledge 
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Feb 2 Austin, excerpts from (1962), Sense and 
Sensibilia 

Diagram #1 (02/04)  

Puzzle #2 (02/05) 
Feb 4 Barnes (1965) “The Myth of Sense-Data” 

Perception as 
Information 
Processing 

Feb 9 Gregory (1980) “Perceptions as 
Hypotheses” Diagram #2 (02/11) 

Puzzle #3 (02/12) Feb 11 Hatfield (2002) “Perception as 
Unconscious Inference”  

Direct Perception 
Theories 

Feb 16 Gibson, excerpts from (1966) The Senses 
Considered as Perceptual Systems and 
(1986) The Ecological Approach to Visual 
Perception 

Diagram #3 (02/23) 

Puzzle #4 (02/24) 
Feb 18 Gibson (1972) “A Theory of Direct Visual 

Perception” and excerpts from (1986) The 
Ecological Approach to Visual Perception 

Feb 23 Fodor and Pylyshyn (1981) “How Direct 
is Visual Perception? Some Reflections on 
Gibson’s ‘Ecological Approach’” 

Perception, Body 
and Action 

Feb 25 Excerpts from Merleau-Ponty (1945/1962) 
Phenomenolgy of Perception 

Diagram #4 (03/04) 

Puzzle #5 (03/05) 
Mar 2 Noë (2004) “The Enactive Approach to 

Perception: An Introduction.” 

Mar 4 Prinz (2006), “Putting the Breaks on 
Enactive Perception” 

 
Mar 9 

Spring Break – No Class 
Mar 11 

Are Emotions 
Perceptions? 

Mar 16 James (1884) “What is an emotion?”  James RR (03/16) 

Prinz RR (03/18) 

Robinson RR (03/23) 

Puzzle #6 (04/05) 

Mar 18 Prinz (2003) “Emotions Embodied” 

Mar 23 
Robinson (2004) “Emotion” 

Cognitive 
Penetrability of 
Perception 

Mar 25 Stokes (2013) “Cognitive Penetrability of 
Perception” 

Stokes RR (03/25) 
Macpherson RR 
(03/30) 

 
Mar 30 Macpherson (2012) “Cognitive 

Penetration of Colour Experience: 
Rethinking the Issue in Light of an 
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Indirect Mechanism” Machery RR (04/01) 
Apr 1 Machery (forthcoming) “Cognitive 

Penetrability: A No-Progress Report 

 Apr 6 Easter Break – No Class 

Content of 
Perception 

Apr 8 Dretske (1981) “Sensation and 
Perception” Dretske RR (04/08) 

Crane RR (04/13) 
McDowell RR (04/15) 
Brewer RR (04/20) 

Outlines (04/20) 

Apr 13 Crane (1992) “The Nonconceptual 
Content of Experience” 

Apr 15 Excerpts from McDowell (1996) Mind 
and World 

Apr 20 Brewer (2006) “Perception and Content” 

 

Apr 22 Outline workshop 

 Apr 27 Discussion 

Apr 29 In-class draft exchange 
	  
	  
	  

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT:  

1. Participation:    20 points (10 pre-midterm; 10 post-midterm) 

2. Diagram Assignments (pre-midterm): 15 points (5 points X 3 assignments) 

2. Reading Responses (post-midterm): 15 points (3 points X 5 assignments) 

3. Student (Paired) Presentations:  20 points (10 points X 2 presentations) 

4. Research Paper:    30 points – Due by noon, May 5th, via Dropbox. 

1. Online and In-class Participation: (20 points) 

Philosophy requires active learning through critical discussion. Therefore, students’ 
participation and engagement is critical to the success of the seminar as a whole, and to the 
extent to which individual students gain understanding and critical skills from the course. 
Therefore, participation – both in-class and in the online discussion board – is a significant 
component of the grade for this class. 

Participation is 20 points of your final grade, but please note that this will figure into your 
final grade in the form of two independent grades: Participation I (10 points, for the period 
before the midterm) and Participation II (10 points, for the period after the midterm). This 
means that, in order to achieve a high grade for participation, it is important to actively 
participate throughout the semester. In other words, students will NOT be able to “catch up” 
on participation grade. I do this to ensure that you get the most out of the entire course. 
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The participation grade is based on active involvement in the course, evaluated throughout 
the semester according to the following components: (a) attendance (5 points); (b) puzzles (5 
points); (c) active involvement in class discussion and activities (10 points). 

(a) Attendance – Students must not miss more than 4 classes for any reason (see 
attendance policy below). Note that attendance means attending the entire session. 
Entering the classroom after the discussion has started, or leaving it before it ends, is 
disruptive both to the instructor and to students. Therefore, participation points will be 
reduced for students who do not show up on time, leave early, or leave and re-enter the 
classroom during the session.  

Perfect attendance earns students 5 points. Each unexcused absence from a session (or 
from a part of it) will reduce the student’s overall participation grade by 0.25 points. 
Missing more than 4 sessions will have additional consequences (see attendance policy 
below). 

(b) Puzzles – For each module, a puzzle question will be posted on D2L. The purpose of the 
puzzle is to get you thinking about the topic, and to use your thoughts and intuitions as a 
starting point for class discussion. You do not need to do any reading before completing 
the puzzles (and in fact, I would prefer to get your thoughts on the puzzles before you do 
the reading). Please note, however, that students are expected to take the puzzles 
seriously, give them proper consideration, and provide thoughtful reasoning for their 
responses.  

Students should post their answers on the public message board on D2L by 6PM on the 
day it is due. Please note that puzzles for each module are due a few days before the 
module begins (see schedule). Timely submission of posts that exhibit thoughtful 
engagement with the assignment (e.g., proper grammar, clear reasoning) in response to 
five out of the six puzzle prompts throughout the semester earns students 5 points.  

(c) Positive and active involvement in class discussions and activities – Even perfect 
attendance and completion of all puzzles only gets you half way to the maximum grade 
for participation. Active in-class participation is extremely important in this course. It is 
through actively engaging with ideas, trying to defend a point of view (even those we 
disagree with) and formulating and trying to respond to challenges, that we best come to 
understand the complex philosophical questions and the nuanced positions we will be 
discussing. Students are required to demonstrate in class that they have read the text, that 
they have seriously considered the questions in the study guide, that they are critically 
engaged with both the text and the ideas raised in class, and that they are continuously 
integrating new material with previous topics covered in class. Students can earn 
participation points by: 

• Asking an informed question about something they didn't understand 

• Answering a question asked by me or by another student 
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• Making a comment on the reading selection, such as agreeing or disagreeing with the 
author, supporting this assertion with reasons.  

• Making an observation about the implications of the discussed point of view for 
other issues discussed in the course. 

• Active participation in in-class written assignments (this includes active contribution 
to group activities). 

Active participation in class will earn students up to 10 points during the semester. 
Please note that, while active involvement during class time is essential for a productive 
discussion and effective learning, uninformed questions (such as those that make clear 
that the student has not read the text) or comments that are repetitive of what has already 
been said, will not raise the student’s participation grade.  

Negative participation counts against the participation grade. This includes expressing 
disrespect, rudeness, or offensive behavior towards the course material, instructor, or 
classmates, unauthorized use of screens (see “no-screen” policy below), entering the class 
after the session has started or leaving the class before it ended. If the student’s involvement 
in the class is negative in any of these ways, I may reduce his/her final grade by 5 points (on 
a grading scale of 1-100), beyond the reduction in the participation grade component. On the 
other hand, if a student’s grade is on a borderline between two grades, a positive and active 
involvement in the class may give me reason to bump him/her up.   

2. Diagram Assignments (15 Points):  

Before the midterm, students will submit 3 diagram assignments (out of 4 opportunities). 
These assignments include a logical reconstruction (in the form of a diagram and a sketch) of 
the argument presented in the reading and an examination of the argument’s soundness and 
validity. Prompts for the diagrams will be posted on D2L about 5 days before the diagram is 
due. Please see the grading rubric for diagram assignments on D2L. 

Diagrams (hard copies) are due at the beginning of class. Since diagrams represent the 
student’s independent attempt to analyze the argument before the argument has been 
reconstructed in class, no late diagrams will be accepted.  

3. Reading Responses (15 points): 

Following the midterm, students will submit 5 reading responses (RR). The RR should NOT 
be a summary of the reading. Rather, it should reflect a student’s active, critical engagement 
with the text. In order to encourage your own creative thinking, there will be no prompts 
provided for RRs, and students are free to engage with the aspect of the reading that interests 
them most. RRs can be: a criticism of the reading, a brief discussion on the implications of 
the readings for other questions, an interesting integration between the reading and questions 
or topics we have previously discussed, a question raised by the reading, a reply to another 
student’s response, etc. RRs should be up to 1 (double-spaced) page long. Please see the 
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grading rubric for RRs on D2L. 

During the second half of the semester, students will have 10 opportunities to submit a RR 
(please consult the schedule). Students should submit a total of 5 RRs. Students are not 
allowed to submit a RR on the reading assigned to them for a class presentation (this means 
that, in effect, students will have 9 submission opportunities to choose from). Students who 
submit less than 5 RRs will receive zero points for the missing RRs. Students are very 
welcome to post more than 5 RRs (and I will gladly provide feedback for all submitted RRs), 
but they will be graded only for the first 5 RRs they submit.  

RRs should be posted on the discussion  board by 6PM on the day they are due. Since the 
submitted RRs represent the student’s independent efforts to engage with the argument in the 
reading before the argument has been discussed in class, late RRs will not be accepted.  

4. Student (Paired) Presentations (20 points). 

Pairs of students (as assigned by the instructor) will give two class presentations during 
the semester: one prior to the midterm, and one after the midterm. Students will be 
responsible for the entire class session on the day of their presentation. Students should 
prepare a 20-minute presentation (use of PowerPoint is recommended, but not 
mandatory), in which both students actively participate, explaining the main argument in 
the paper, and providing criticism. Following the presentation, the students will serve as 
discussion co-leader, during a critical examination of the text and discussion of its 
implications. Students should send me an outline of their presentation 2 days before the 
date of the presentation. 

Each presentation is worth 10 points. Please see the grading rubric for presentations on 
D2L. 

5. Research Paper (30 points) 

Students will submit a final paper (3000-5000 words), in which they will present their 
own original argument about one of the topics discussed in the course. They are expected 
to engage with the readings we discussed, as well as additional sources. Papers should be 
posted to Dropbox by noon, May 5th. The prompt and specific guidelines for the final 
paper will be posted on D2L by the end of March. 

There are several mechanisms in place to help you write the best possible paper. First, in 
constructing your argument and planning your paper, you are encourages to consult, 
again, the diagraming argument guide, as well as the writing guide (available on the 
course’s website, under “student resources”). You should be able construct a diagram for 
your own argument. Second, students will submit their outlines to Dropbox by April 20. 
We will then discuss outlines in class, in order to help prevent common mistakes (e.g., 
lack of focus, lack of clear direction, overreaching, etc.). Third, students will bring three 
copies of a draft of their final paper to class on April 29th. Students will provide and 
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receive peer-evaluations based on the same grading rubric that I will use to grade the 
final version (see rubric on D2L). The outline session and the peer-review session serve 
as opportunities for student to receive some general feedback on the structure and content 
of their paper. Of course, it is not implied that the feedback received during these meeting 
is exhaustive of the issues that still need to be addressed in the draft, and it is the 
student’s responsibility to find and address those issues.  

POLICY ON LATE WORK:  

Puzzles: The D2L forum in which students should post their reply to the puzzles will be locked 
for new submissions at 6PM on the day they are due. Late submissions will not be possible.  

Diagrams and RRs: Since these reflect the student’s independent analysis before we go over the 
text in class, I will not be able to accept late diagrams and RRs. 

Paper: For late papers, any additional day beyond the due date will reduce the grade of the paper 
by 2 points. No paper will be accepted 5 days (or more) after the due date. 

POLICY ON EXTRA CREDIT: The various components of the grade are each important for 
the evaluation of a specific learning outcome of this course. An extra credit assignment would 
potentially enable students to earn a high grade while bypassing one or more of these 
components, and thus will not reflect the degree to which the student has reached all the desired 
outcomes of the course. Therefore, there will be no extra-credit opportunities in this course. 

 

GRADING SCALE: 

I use the following grading scale for all assignments and to calculate the final course grades. 
Grades might be curved if necessary.   

 

A  93-100 points C  73-77 points 

AB  88-92 points CD  68-72 points 

B  83-87 points D  60-67 points 

BC  78-82 points       F  <60 points 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  

Absences affect students’ participation grade as described above. Beyond that, the attendance 
policy of the College of Arts and Sciences considers absences of over two weeks of classes to be 
excessive, and does not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences. Thus, you must 
not miss more than 4 classes for any reason. Any student exceeding the allowable number of 
absences may be Withdrawn for Excessive Absences (WA) by the deadline of  4/10/2015. If a 
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student exceeds the number of allowable absences after this deadline, the course final grade will 
be lowered by ½ a letter grade (A to AB, etc.) per absence above the allowable number.  

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY (PLAGIARISM OR CHEATING): 

Marquette University does not tolerate cheating or assisting others to cheat and views cheating 
on coursework as a serious academic offence. The work that you submit for grading must be 
your own work, reflecting your learning in the course. Any student found forging, plagiarizing, 
cheating or assisting others to cheat on any assignment will receive a failing grade. 

Plagiarism is taking and using as your own the work or thoughts of another person. Where work 
from other sources is used, it must be properly acknowledged and referenced. This requirement 
also applies to sources on the internet. Acknowledgement is usually done by providing a 
reference (either in a footnote or in brackets in the text) to where the material can be found. This 
reference must include (at least) the authors name, year of publication, and the page where it can 
be located. Please familiarize yourself with, and follow, the University’s Academic Honesty 
Policy: http://bulletin.marquette.edu/undergrad/academicregulations/#academichonestypolicy 

NO SCREEN POLICY:  

Using cell phones and other devices is distracting to you and your neighbor. Furthermore, since 
discussion comprises a significant portion of class time, the use of such devices is disrespectful 
to your fellow students. Thus, the use of cell-phones, computers, tablets, or any other electronic 
device is not permitted during class, unless it is related to the course and had been approved by 
me in advance for this particular usage. Please also note that you are expected to print the 
readings from D2L in advance and bring a paper copy with you. Unauthorized usage of devices 
will count as “negative participation” and bring about a reduction of your final grade. 

COMMUNICATION: 

• I may make important announcements (e.g., schedule changes, notifications re assignments, 
etc.) during class. Once I have made an announcement in class, I will assume all students 
have received it. Students are responsible to receive all such announcements, even if they 
were absent from class for any reason.  

• I may also make such announcements via D2L, and once I have done so, I will assume all 
students have received it. Students are responsible to log into D2L regularly and receive all 
messages in a timely fashion. Students are strongly advised to subscribe to receive course 
messages on D2L. 

• If you have a procedural question (such as “what is the assigned reading for tomorrow?”; 
“how long should the final paper be?”; “when is this assignment due?”; “how should I format 
the bibliography?”), please check the syllabus, D2L and notes from class before emailing me 
with the question. When students email their instructor before checking the usual resources, 
it shows lack of respect for the instructor’s time. 
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• When emailing me, please include the phrase “[Phil Perception]” in the title of your email. I 
will respond to all email messages within 48 hours.  

• Please do not schedule appointments via email. For quick and efficient scheduling, 
appointments (either during regular office hours or during additional times in which I make 
myself available) should be scheduled via the appointment sign-up sheet (D2L course 
website >  Content > Student Appointments). 

• Due to considerations of privacy, I shall not discuss grades via email. Students are strongly 
encouraged to schedule a meeting during office hours to discuss any questions or concerns 
about their grade. 

• I will always be happy to answer questions or clarify confusions about the readings or class 
discussion, either during office hours or via email. However, I will not reteach the material 
taught in class, so if you missed class, be sure to complete the reading and ask for class notes 
from your peers before coming to discuss the material with me.  

• When a student asks a question – either over email or during office hours – he/she should 
aim for specific rather than general questions. 

Examples for general questions: 

o Can you explain X’s argument for A? 

o What's the difference between X’s and Y’s argument for A? 

Examples for specific questions: 

o X seems to argue that A, but at the same time, he/she holds the apparently contradictory 
claim, that B. How can the two positions be reconciled?  

o What X says here may be interpreted either as the argument that A, or the argument that 
B. How should I understand his position? 

There are two main reasons for this. First, it is the student’s responsibility to make a serious 
attempt to deal with the material. When a student asks a specific question, he/she shows me 
that they have made such an attempt. Second, and more importantly, the best learning is 
active learning. The ability to ask specific questions about abstract material is one result of 
active and clear thinking, which is central to the desired outcomes of this class. When 
students sense confusion about the material, they should not resolve it by passively receiving 
an answer from the instructor. Rather, they should ask themselves what, exactly, is confusing 
about the material. Once students have formulated the confusion in specific terms (as 
exemplified above), they often find that the answer becomes clear, as well. Even if the 
confusion is still there – they are now in a much better position to understand my answer, 
thus getting much more out of the communication.  

Clear and active thinking is what this course is all about! Students are strongly encouraged to 
come to office hours if they are confused about the material. But they should bring the text 
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and their notes to the meeting, and be prepared to explain exactly what they find confusing, 
what points in the text give rise to the confusion, etc. (If you are unable to pinpoint your 
confusion – don’t worry! This is to be expected, especially early in the semester. You should 
still come to office hours. We shall then try to figure out the confusion together.) 

 

POLICY FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES OR SPECIAL NEEDS:  

Students seeking special needs accommodations must register with ODS and receive appropriate 
certification. See: http://www.marquette.edu/disability-services/policies.shtml. Please see me 
privately, early in the semester, if you have any documented disabilities or special needs. I will 
be happy to work with you as necessary to make this a valuable learning experience. 

WRITING CENTRE: 

Your writing, both in exams and papers, is expected to be both grammatically sound and 
stylistically appropriate. If you are having trouble in this regard, the Ott Memorial Writing 
Centre, located on the second floor of Raynor Library, offers comprehensive guidance in writing 
for the entire Marquette community. In one-to-one sessions, tutors assist writers in identifying 
topics, revising, and creating final drafts. Call (414) 288-5542 to make an appointment. See: 
http://www.marquette.edu/english/writingcenter/ 


